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RECEIVING GOD’S BEST 

LESSON ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

A Hundredfold Christian 

Do you want God’s best, or will you be satisfied with less than his best? 

I want to share with you in these eight lessons things you will need to decide to 
do if you really want God’s best. 

God desires relationship with us – a mutual relationship that is two way – not 
one sided. 

On one hand – there is what God makes available to us. 
On the other hand – how we respond to what God makes available. 

THE KIND OF LIFE WE EXPERIENCE WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE INTERPLAY OF 
WHAT GOD MAKES AVAILABLE TO US AND HOW WE RESPOND TO IT. 

I first want to direct you to the most important parable Jesus ever shared when 
teaching. 

The Parable of the Sower OR The Hundredfold Return 

Matthew 13: 3-9 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A 
farmer went out to sow seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell 
along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky 
places, where it did not have much soil.  It sprang up quickly, because the 
soil was shallow.  But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and 
they withered because they had no root.  Other seed fell among thorns, 
which grew up and choked the plants.  Still other seed fell on good soil, 
where it produced a crop – a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.  
He who has ears, let him hear. 

Matthew 13: 18-23 Listen then to what the parable of the sower means.  
When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not  
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his 
heart.  This is the seed along the path.  The one who received the seed 
that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once 
receives it with joy.  But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time.  
When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls 
away.  The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the 
man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness 
of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.  But the one who received the seed 
that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it.  
He produces a crop yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
sown. 
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I do not want to talk about the first 3 soils. 

BUT focus on the climax of the parable. 

The ‘good soil’ – people with good hearts. 

That’s YOU  - because you are here 
    receiving the seed into your hearts. 

In v 23 we read of 2 key factors in the man who produced a crop. 

• He hears the word 
• He understands what he hears 

This is true of everyone who represents the good soil. 

BUT there is a difference in the yield the seed produces. 

 100  60  30 

In other words each seed planted produces either 100, 60, 30 seeds. 

God wants every one of us to produce our best yield which represents GOD’S 
BEST. 

In Luke’s account he adds a little more to our understanding. 

Luke 8:15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good 
heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.  

Two important factors 

1. The person must have a GOOD and NOBLE heart. 
i.e. an ‘honest heart’ 
AN HONEST PERSON 

open – sincere – not covering things up – having double standards. 

2. A 3 fold response from the honest person. 

i. he hears the word 
ii. he retains the word 
iii. by persevering he produces a crop 

These 3 factors are important in acquiring God’s best. 

THE COURSE OF OUR LIVES IS DETERMINED BY THE CHOICES WE MAKE. 

I want you to ask yourself this question! 
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HOW MUCH DO I INTEND TO PRODUCE 

WILL I BE SATISFIED WITH  30 FOLD? (good) 
     60 FOLD? (better) 
             100 FOLD? (best) 

DO I WANT GOD’S BEST 
AM I GOING TO AIM FOR 30, 60 OR 100 FOLD? 

God’s desire for you is you produce much fruit in your life. 

John 15: 1-2  I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  He cuts 
off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes so it will be even more fruitful. 

15:5   If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit. 
15:8       This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit. 
15:16     I chose you and appointed you to do and bear fruit. 

LESSON TWO 

PRINCIPLE NO 1 – TO WANT GOD’S BEST 

You have to make up your mind you want God’s best and you will settle for nothing 
less than God’s best.  God will not force this choice on you.  It’s your decision. 

I can best illustrate this principle from the story of Jacob and Esau 

There are some very remarkable statements made by God in scripture about Jacob 
and Esau. 

Malachi 1: 2-3 …  I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have hated. 

Twin brothers but God said he loved Jacob and hated Esau. 

Why was God’s attitude so completely opposite? 

Paul adds something in Romans to help us understand. 

Romans 9: 10-13  Not only that, but Rebekah’s children had one and the same 
father, our father Isaac.  Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything 
good or bad – in order that God’s purpose in election might stand: not by works 
but by him who calls – she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”  Just as 
it is written:  “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”  

Before they were born 
Before they had done any good or bad 

God loved one and hated the other. 
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2 very important questions 

1. What did God see in Jacob that he approved of? 
2. What did God see in Esau that he disapproved of? 

What were these two brothers like? 

Esau - a good bloke, a nice chap, harmed nobody, loved the outdoor   
                            life, his father’s favourite.               

Jacob - crafty, determined, mummy’s boy, a twister. 

1. He obtained from his brother his birthright for a bowl of soup.  He was heir 
          to the family name and fortune. 
2. He deceived his father to obtain Esau’s blessing. 
3. He gained a fortune at the expense of his uncle. 

Most people would have preferred Esau. 

BUT God preferred Jacob.  Why? 

JACOB APPRECIATED WHAT GOD HAD TO GIVE HIM BUT ESAU WAS INDIFFERENT. 

Hebrews tells us what God thinks about this kind of indifference towards the things of 
God. 

Hebrews 12: 15-17   See to it that no-one misses the grace of God and that no 
bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.  See that no-one is 
sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold his 
inheritance rights as the oldest son.  Afterwards, as you know, when he wanted 
to inherit this blessing, he was rejected.  He could bring about no change of 
mind, though he sought the blessing with tears. 

Scripture describes Esau as ‘godless’ puts him on the same level as the sexually 
immoral. 

Indifference concerning what God has to offer is ‘godless’ and God hates it. 

Now let’s look at Jacob 

Jacob’s attitude to what God had to offer 

Returning home after he had been away for many years. 
Returning home with family and all his possessions. 
He meets a man who was an angel and wrestles with him. 

Genesis 32: 24-28  So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till 
daybreak.  When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the 
socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man.  
Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak”. 
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But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”  The man asked 
him.  “What is your name?”  “Jacob”, he answered.  Then the man said.  “Your 
name will no longer be Jacob but Israel, because you have struggled with God and 
with man and have overcome.” 

He said to the angel “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 
That was the key to God’s favour towards Jacob. 

God did not condone his flaws. 
BUT because he wanted God’s best he would get God’s best. 

As a church we too can be ‘godless’. 
Indifferent towards 
   the lost – the sick – the poor – God’s word – 
   the Holy Spirit – living like Jesus – fellowshipping 
   with God  - seeking God with all our heart. 

OR we can get to grips with the things of God 
and wrestle, or struggle with God for them. 

As a church do we want God’s best? 

• On fire for God 
• Living a life of love and sacrifice 
• Reaching out in faith to move mountains 
• Building community and restoring hope 

TO BE 100 FOLD, WE CAN’T BE MEDICORE OR INDIFFERENT TO THE THINGS OF GOD WE 
MUST BE PASSIONATE AND WRESTLE FROM HIM THE BEST HE HAS FOR US. 
  

LESSON THREE 

PRINCIPLE NO 2 – FOCUS ON JESUS 

Hebrews 12: 1-2 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud 
of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race worked out for 
us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith,…. 

From this passage we can see a number of logical steps we must take to reach 
our goal. 

1.    Take encouragement from the great cloud of witnesses. 

Who and where are they? 

We left them in chapter 11. 
The great saints of the Old Testament who received God’s best. 

People who through their lives and experiences found God’s best. 
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Hebrews 11:16 Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God. 

What a humbling statement! 

God is so proud of these saints he said “I’m proud to be called their God”. 

Why? They trusted him through hell and high water some escaping death others 
embracing it. 

2. Be prepared to run the race 

In order to run a successful race we must throw off everything that hinders. 

• There are things that hinder. 
• The sin that entangles us. 

What is sin?  It is a little word, so we can mistakably think it a little thing 
BUT IT WILL ROB YOU OF GOD’S BEST. 

Charles Finney said:  Sin is the most expensive thing in the world.  If it is 
forgiven sin, it cost God his only son…..If it is unforgiving sin, it costs the sinner 
his soul and an eternity in hell. 

NOW Our sins have been forgiven BUT continuing to commit them will slow us 
down and rob us of the prize – God’s best. 

3. We must run with perseverance 

Remember last week the parable of the sower teaches us 3 conditions of a high 
yield. 

• Hearing the word 
• Retaining the word 
• Bring forth fruit with PERSEVERANCE 

Now the writer of Hebrews comes to the critical point. 

4. LET US FIX OUR EYES ON JESUS THE AUTHOR AND PERFECTOR OF OUR 
FAITH 

This is KEY to success.  FOCUS ON JESUS KEEPING YOUR EYES ON 
HIM. 

Jesus is the BEGINNER and COMPLETER our faith. 

• If we want the best 
• If we want our faith to be complete 

WE HAVE TO KEEP FOCUSED ON JESUS 

Why must we keep focused on Jesus? 
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May I suggest 4 ‘simple facts’. 

1. Jesus is our Lord 

You can only become a Christian by CONFESSING (not simply saying) “owning up 
to the fact” “Jesus is my Lord”. 

If that is true!  You live your life to please him. 

• In all that we consider doing 
• If we take a moment to ask, “Does this please Jesus?” 
• The Holy Spirit will give us an immediate response 

If the answer is NO! it’s reason enough not to do it. 

Once you take your eyes off Jesus you will start going wrong – 
Even to the extent that you think you can live a Godly life in your own strength 
– YOU CANT.  “If you love me I will give you the grace to obey me”. 

2. Jesus is our Standard 

Jesus is the only standard of righteousness. 

Acts 17:31 For he (God) has set a day when he will judge the world with 
justice by the man he has appointed.  He has given proof of this to all men 
by raising him (Jesus) from the dead.  

At the end God will judge the world by a man.  The man God raised from the 
dead Jesus Christ. 

This tells us     1)     Jesus is the judge 
                       2)     He is also the standard of righteousness 

GOD HAS ONLY ONE STANDARD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

We say, I’m only human. 
Jesus would say I’m only human. 

“I lived my life as a human not as a divine being, if I can live the life so can 
you!” 

Testimonies are good BUT we must look to Jesus.  Never base your theology on 
somebody’s testimony. 

Once you take your eyes off Jesus your standard of righteousness will drop. 
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3. Jesus is our Example 

Jesus is our example or pattern. 

1 Peter 2:21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 

He is our example because he has gone before us. 

Where he plants his feet we will have to plant ours. 

You can’t follow somebody you don’t keep your eyes on. 

Once you step off the path every step takes you further away.  Quickly step 
back! 

4. Jesus is the heart of the Gospel 

Christianity is not: 
• A religious way of thinking or living 
• A code of ethics 
• A book of rules for life 

It’s a Person – JESUS (A relationship) 

1 Corinthians 15: 3-4 For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures. 

That is the gospel 

Everything else is secondary 

He died, He was buried, He rose again 

People try to make lots of other things of equal importance or even more 
important. 

The church – The Jews – The sacraments – The Word of God – The Holy Spirit – 
Faith – The supernatural – Ministry 

No! that which is of first importance is JESUS 

One of the very practical ways we remind ourselves of this truth is by taking 
communion each week. 

1 Corinthians 11:25 A.V.  This cup is the new testament in my blood: this 
do you, as often as you drink it in remembrance of me. 
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As OFTEN not as SELDOM 

If Jesus ceases to be the heart of your Gospel you will end up being led off into 
some strange, pseudo, Christian sect that leads not to life but death. 

TO RECEIVE GOD’S BEST JESUS MUST BE YOUR REASON FOR LIVING. 

LESSON FOUR 

PRINCIPLE NO 3 – MEDITATE ON GOD’S WORD 

By meditation I mean – Fill your mind with God’s Word. 

For our example from scripture let’s look at Joshua. 

Joshua 1:8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything 
written in it.  Then you will be prosperous and successful. 

Notice the last sentence, “Then you will be prosperous and successful.” 

That is equivalent to saying “you will find God’s best.” 

Looking for the conditions 

In our studies of God’s Word we have become familiar with the practice of 
searching out the conditions that, precede, pave the way, or come before, a 
promise. 

There are 3 that relate to God’s Word. 

1. The word is “not to depart from your mouth”. 
2. You are to “meditate on it day and night” i.e. continually. 
3. You are to “be careful to do everything written in it”. 

These can be summed up in 3 simple phrases. 

“Think God’s Word, Speak God’s Word and Act God’s Word”. 

“BUT” you say that was God speaking to Joshua how do I know that it will work 
for me? 

Psalms are for everybody 

The Book of Psalms is not written to anybody in particular and there is one that 
has a similar promise and condition. 

If Psalm 23 applies to you so does Psalm 1. 

Psalm 1:1-3 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the 
wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  But his 
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delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and 
night.  He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit 
in season and whose leaf does not wither.  Whatever he does prospers. 

Notice the last sentence again “whatever he does prospers”. 
That is “you will find God’s best”. 

This can be true of any person who meets the conditions. 

Here the conditions are 5 fold. 

The first 3 are negative – telling us what not to do. 

1. You must not walk in the counsel of the wicked. 
2. You must not stand in the way of sinners. 
3. You must not sit in the seat of mockers. 

The key here is: 

• Where do you get your counsel? 
• Who do you listen to? 
• Who’s lead do you take? 

If you get it from the wrong source your whole life will go wrong. 

The last 2 are positive – telling us what to do. 

1) Your delight must be in God’s Word. 
2) On his Word you must meditate day and night. 

THAT IS NOT FULFILLING YOUR OBLIGATION TO READ THE BIBLE EVERY DAY BUT 
TO FILL YOUR MIND ALL DAY WITH WHAT IT SAYS 
THE IMPORTANT WORD IS MEDITATE 
HEBREW IS “TO MUTTER”. 

Then you will always be feeding on 
• The positive 
• Faith inspiring 
• Up-building thoughts 

Right thinking is important to successful life. 

What you think about will determine the course of your life. 

If you meditate on the right things and live the right kind of life then you will 
get the result he promised: 
SUCCESS AND PROSPERITY – GOD’S BEST. 

Then he goes on to say: 
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Isaiah 55:11-13 It will not return to me empty, (what? ‘my word’), but will 
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.  You 
will go out in joy and be led forth in peace, the mountains and hills will 
burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their 
hands.  Instead of the thorn-bush will grow the pine tree, and instead of 
briers the myrtle will grow. 

This is the result of: 
• God’s Word coming down from heaven 
• Entering our hearts 
• Occupying our minds 
• Replacing our ways and thoughts with his 

The result: 
• Led forth in peace. 
• Go out with joy 
• Even nature will cause you to praise 
• Your life will be fruitful 

• God’s word must come in 
• We must receive it into our hearts 
• We must meditate on it. 

LESSON FIVE 

PRINCIPLE NO 4 – FRIENDSHIP WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

For many Christians the Holy Spirit is a kind of “theological abstraction” a bit like 
good or evil.  Good and evil exists but only as a concept.  They have no substance, yet 
they have a profound affect upon us. 

Most Christians accept God the Father as a person 
    God the Son (Jesus) as a person 

BUT they do not see or accept God the Holy Spirit as a person. 

Yet scripturally and theologically this is a fact. 

He is referred to as ‘the third person of the trinity’. 

What kind of person is he? 

• What kind of person is he? 
• What is his nature like? 
• How are we to befriend him? 
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The more familiar we become with him, the more we realise God’s symbolism of him 
as a dove is the most accurate. 

John 1: 32-33 I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on 
him.  I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptise 
with water told me, ‘the man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain 
is he who will baptise with the Holy Spirit. 

• The dove is a timid creature. 
• Unlike his family member the pigeon who rests on anybody. 
• If you do not respond in the right way to his presence he will just fly away. 

In the same way the Holy Spirit if we do not respond to him in the right way will 
WITHDRAW himself. 

Jesus speaks to his disciples about the Holy Spirit 

Jesus wants us to relate to the Holy Spirit as a person. 

John 16:12-15 I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.  But 
when He, the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all truth.  He will not 
speak on His own, He will speak only what He hears and He will tell you what is 
yet to come.  He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it 
known to you.  All that belongs to the Father is mine.  That is why I said the 
Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you. 

Jesus has done everything language can permit to emphasise the personality of the 
Holy Spirit. 

When He, He will, He will, He will, He will, He will 

What will He, the Holy Spirit, do? 

• He will report on what he hears from heaven by bringing us the latest news from 
    heaven. 

• He will show us what is yet to come by unfolding the future to us. 

Let me explain this a little more clearly. 

Jesus said everything the Father has belongs to the Son and everything the Son has 
the Holy Spirit administers. 

OR 

The Holy Spirit is the administrator of the total wealth of the Godhead. 

All that the Father has and all that the Son has they have in common. 
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BUT 

It is the Holy Spirit who takes from the wealth of the Father and the Son and makes it 
available to us. 

SO 
 
You can be a child of God legally and doctrinally yet live a very poor and inadequate 
kind of life unless you relate rightly to the Holy Spirit. 

WHY? 

BECAUSE THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE WEALTH OF THE GODHEAD. 

Something else Jesus makes very clear 

John 14: 15-18 If you love me you will do what I command.  And I will ask the 
Father and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever – the Spirit 
of truth.  The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him.  But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  I will not leave 
you as orphans.  I will come to you. 

• If you have received Jesus.  It is the Holy Spirit you have received because Jesus 
comes to us in the Holy Spirit. 

• Unless we relate rightly to the Holy Spirit we are like orphans even though we 
are truly sons of God. 

YOU SEE IT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO ENABLES US TO LIVE AS REAL SONS. 

Romans 8:14 Those who are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God. 

• Every person is naturally born dead to God in their sin. 
• The Holy Spirit comes to us and brings the truth and revelation to us  
     so we might be saved. 
• We are then born again of the Holy Spirit. 

BUT 

In order to become mature sons of God we need a further ongoing relationship with 
the Holy Spirit. 

WE MUST BE CONTINUALLY LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

The church has many who are born of the Holy Spirit but not regularly led by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Receiving God’s Best 

If you want God’s best you must cultivate an ongoing relationship with the Holy Spirit 
as a person. 

He is your personal guide and administrator of the riches of the Kingdom of God. 
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Only he can impart the things of God to you in experience. 

One final important fact I want to share with you 

We must be respectful and sensitive towards the Holy Spirit.  Paul makes this clear in 
his letter to the Ephesians. 

Ephesians 4:30-31 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption.  Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, 
brawling and slander along with every form of malice.  Be kind and 
compassionate to one another forgiving each other, just as Christ in God forgave 
you. 

The Holy Spirit can be ‘grieved’, he can be scared off like a timid dove. 

He then mentions things that scare him. 

If we live our lives in turmoil and strife we will frighten away the only one who can 
bring us into our inheritance and enable us to live daily lives as mature sons of God. 

In addition to Wanting God’s best 

   Focussing on Jesus 
   Meditation on his word 
We must  Befriend the Holy Spirit 

And we will be one step further in receiving God’s best. 

LESSON SIX 

PRINCIPLE NO 5 – HEARING AND OBEYING 

“If you want God’s best…..”  You must learn to hear and obey God’s voice. 

The old Adamic nature is born deaf to the voice of God.  It is not natural for 
the old carnal nature to hear God’s voice.  It is something that must be learned 
and cultivated with care. 

In the midst of all the voices that crowd in upon us is the still, small voice of 
God, which has endless wisdom and authority. 

The success of our relationship with God and our walk with him depends on 
hearing his voice. 

Two specific examples where hearing God’s voice are essential 

1. `The key to healing 

Exodus 15:26 He said, “If you listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your 
God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands 
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and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you any of the diseases I 
brought on the Egyptians, for I am the Lord, who heals you.” 

“If you listen carefully….”  This means if you listen with the most tremendous 
care to the voice of God.  Then God offers to be your personal physician. 

2. The key to blessing 

Deuteronomy 28: 1-2  If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully 
follow all his commands that I give you today, the Lord your God will set 
you high above all the nations of earth.  All these blessings will come upon 
you and accompany you if you obey the Lord your God: 

“If you fully obey…..”  If you listen and obey you will not need to pursue the 
blessings, they will pursue you. 

Deuteronomy 25:15 However, if you do not obey the Lord your God and do 
not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, 
all these curses will come upon you and overtake you: 

Failure to hear and obey the voice of the Lord brings curses, hearing and 
obeying brings blessing. 

The key condition for being God’s people 

Jeremiah 7: 22-23 For when I brought your forefathers out of Egypt and 
spoke to them, I did not just give them commands about burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, but I gave them this command:  Obey me, and I will be your 
God and you will be my people.  Walk in all the ways I command you, that 
it may go well with you. 

The first thing that God required of his people when he brought them out of 
Egypt was not sacrifice, offering, or a lot of legal requirements but to hear and 
obey his voice. 

This is the most concise statement in scripture about what it is to be God’s 
people. 

OBEY MY VOICE, AND I WILL BE YOUR GOD, AND YOU SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 

This does not change in the New Testament where the condition for belonging 
to Jesus is just the same. 

John 10:27 My sheep listen to my voice: I know them, and they follow me. 

Cultivate prompt obedience 

Abraham is set forth in the Bible as an example for all who believe, and one of 
the ways in which he is an example is that whenever he heard God’s voice, he 
obeyed him promptly, without delay. 
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Genesis 22: 2-3 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the region of Moriah.  Sacrifice him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.”  Early the next 
morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey.  He took with him two of 
his servants and his son Isaac. 

As soon as it was possible he set out to obey what he had heard God say to him.  
The longer you delay to obey God, the harder it becomes.  A negative example 
of somebody who delayed in obeying God was Lot’s wife.  She looked back and 
was turned into a pillar of salt. 

Be prepared to seem foolish 

If you believe that what people think is wise, you may miss God. 

1 Corinthians 3:18  “Do not deceive yourselves.  If anyone of you thinks he 
is wise by the standards of this age, he should  become a “fool” so that he 
may become wise. 

To become truly wise, you have to start to become a fool. 

• Noah built a ship on dry land when no one had ever seen rain. 
• Naaman, the captain of Syria, went down into the Jordan River 
     and dipped himself seven times to be healed of leprosy. 
• The man born blind had clay smeared in his eyes, he washed it off  
     and received his sight. 

PRINCIPLE NO 6 – WHAT AND HOW YOU HEAR 

What you hear 

Mark 4: 23-25…..If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear”.  “Consider 
carefully what you hear,” he continued.  “With the measure you use it will 
be measured to you – and even more.  Whoever has will be given more: 
whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.” 

There are three principles here: 

1) If anyone has ears to hear God’s voice he must use them.  “If anyone 
has ears to hear let him hear.” 

2) By listening to the right thing we increase our spiritual resources.  “With 
the measure you use, (how much you hear) it will be measured to you - and 
even more.”  The more you give yourself to hearing God’s voice the more God 
will give himself back to you.  We settle the measure with which God will give 
himself to us.  The measure with which we hear is the measure with which God 
will impart himself to us. 

3) By failing to hear we decrease our spiritual resources and finally become 
spiritually bankrupt.  “Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not 
have, even what he has will be taken from him.”  
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There are Christians who seem to be totally bankrupt, yet in the past they 
enjoyed the blessing of the Lord.  What bankrupted them?  They had lost the 
ability to hear and had begun to listen to the wrong things.  They had cut God 
off and opened themselves to evil, negative sources, which had bankrupted 
them spiritually. 

How you hear 

We are also warned to be careful how we hear. 

Luke 8:18 “Therefore consider carefully how you listen: whoever does not 
have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him.” 

Jesus repeats the same principle of increase and decrease according to what 
we hear and how we hear. 

We must learn what to accept and what to reject. 

Job 12:11  Does not the ear test  words as the tongue tastes food? 

The ear fulfils the same function in regard to words as the mouth does in 
regard to what we eat.  If we taste something unpleasant we do not swallow it.  
Likewise if we hear something that is bitter, negative, or destructive to our 
faith then we should reject it. 

When you listen to a preacher (or whoever is talking), do what you do when 
you eat fish; swallow the meat and spit out the bones. 

Four more helpful principles related to hearing. 

1) Romans 10:17  Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message 
and the message is heard through the word of Christ. 

2) 2 Timothy 2 16-18  Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge 
in it will become more and more ungodly.  Their teaching will spread like 
gangrene.  Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have wandered 
away from the truth.  They say that the resurrection has already taken 
place and they destroy the faith of some. 

3) 2 Corinthans 6:14  Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For 
what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? 

4) 2 Timothy 2:22  Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord 
out of a pure heart. 
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LESSON SEVEN 

PRINCIPLE NO 7 - PROPER PRIORITIES 

If you want God’s best you must be more concerned with the eternal than with 
the temporal. 

2 Corinthians 4: 17-18 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving 
for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  So we fix our eyes not 
on what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but 
what is unseen is eternal. 

In this scripture the eternal and the temporal are sat side by side and 
compared. 

There are two categories of things: the eternal and the temporary.  The 
temporary are the things we can see, contacted with our senses.  The eternal 
things are unseen, the invisible, eternal world. 

Important principle – “our light and momentary troubles are achieving for 
us an eternal glory.” 

When we come into trouble it is important we learn to respond in the right 
way.  We must keep our eyes fixed on the eternal and unseen.   

Here lies a paradox – looking at things that are unseen. 

How is that possible? 

We contact the eternal, not by our physical senses, but by our spiritual eyes, by 
faith. 

2 Corinthians 5:7 We live by faith, not by sight. 

We are not primarily influenced by the temporary, instead we walk by faith. 

We are directed, governed, controlled and motivated by the things of the 
unseen world, which are the eternal things. 

God’s Word reveals to us the unseen world 

2 Corinthians 3:18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s 
glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, 
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

The eternal is revealed to us in the mirror of God’s Word.  The Word of God 
does not show us our natural, physical outward appearance but our spiritual 
nature and the things of the unseen world. 

20



When we read the Bible it shows us what is right and what is wrong on the 
inside – in our hearts. 

It is only while we look in the mirror of God’s Word and see the eternal and the 
glory that God has prepared for us, that the Holy Spirit works on us to 
transform us into the likeness of that glory.  If we take our eyes off the eternal, 
the Holy Spirit can no longer perform his transforming work in us. 

Jesus is Lord of both the eternal and the temporal.  He will bless us in both 
realms, but only if we keep our priorities right. 

If our priorities are wrong, then we miss the blessing of the Lord, and the Spirit 
of God is not able to work on us. 

Moses is an example of a man who kept his priorities right. 

Hebrews 11: 24-27 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 
known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.  He chose to be ill-treated along 
with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short 
time.  He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than 
the Treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.  By 
faith he left Egypt, not fearing the King’s anger: he persevered because he 
saw him who is invisible. 

Notice, “he persevered because he saw him who is invisible”. 

He saw the eternal God, the eternal realm and eternal realities. 

How did Moses see them?  Not with his senses, but by faith. 

Because he contacted the unseen eternal realities by faith, he was not moved 
away from his calling, and he did not lose his sense of values.  He did not 
regard the riches of Egypt as greater than the eternal riches of God. 

His priorities were right, because by faith he kept his eyes on the unseen 
eternal realities. 

The danger of pursuing riches 

1 Timothy 6: 9-11 People who want to get rich fall into temptations and a 
trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin 
and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some 
people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs.  But you, man of God, flee from all this, and 
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 

In our culture and civilization one of the dangers is to pursue riches and make 
wealth our goal. 
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If you pursue the temporal riches you are going to pierce yourself through with 
many griefs. 

There is an alternative to pursuing riches.  Seek the kingdom of God and let 
God add to us what we need. 

Matthew 6: 31-33 So do not worry saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What 
shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?”  For the pagans run after all 
these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  But 
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well. 

There is a great difference between pursuing the temporal and pursuing the 
eternal and letting God add the temporal to you.  You must have your priorities 
right. 

LESSON EIGHT 

PRINCIPLE NO.8 – LETTING GOD CHOOSE 

In the ministry of John the Baptist his disciples came to him and reported that 
the one whom he declared to be the Messiah was getting more disciples than 
he was, and they were expecting that somehow John would get upset about 
this.  But this was his reply. 

John 3:27 A man can receive only what is given him from heaven. 

Many people are very busy grabbing everything they can get.  Whatever they 
get by grabbing, they will not have forever.  The only thing you will ultimately 
keep is what has been given to you from heaven. 

So why go through all that labour and toil to grab and to get something that 
you will not be allowed to keep?  Why not rest, turn your face towards God, 
and say, “God, show me what it is your good pleasure to give me”? 

God is only too pleased to give us the kingdom 

Luke 12:32 Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased 
to give you the kingdom. 

If we have the kingdom, why do we have to grab? 

We do not get the kingdom because we grab for it; we get the kingdom because 
it is God’s good pleasure to give it to us. 

God choosing for Israel 

Psalm 47: 2-4 How awesome is the Lord Most High, the great King over all 
the earth!  He subdued nations under us, people under our feet.  He chose 
our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 
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God did not tell Israel to go out and look for the best piece of land and grab it.  
He said he would give them a place that he had chosen. 

God chose for them a prime piece of land much better than what they would 
have chosen. 

When it was a question of them getting their inheritance, he fought for them, 
and he subdued nations under their feet. 

If we go with God’s choice he will ensure we get it. 

Finding true rest 

Our inheritance is the only place we can know true rest. 

Deuteronomy 12:9 Since you have not yet reached the resting place and 
the inheritance the Lord your God is giving you. 

God was giving Israel an inheritance, and when they came into it they would 
come into their rest. 

There are many restless Christians.  Why? 

They have not come into their inheritance. 

Why have they never come into it? 

They have never allowed God to give it to them.  Why? 

Because they have thought they had to grab it for themselves. 

What the Father gives us cannot be taken away from us 

John 10:29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no-
one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 

“is greater than all” Ultimately, the most important and irresistible thing in the 
universe, the one thing that is absolutely sure, settled, and cannot be 
challenged or overthrown, is the thing that the Father has given.  That is 
greater than all.  It is something that no power of hell or demon or evil ruler 
can ever undo, overthrow, or unsettle. 

It was characteristic of Jesus that he never wanted anything except what the 
Father had given.  There was no force that could ever take from Jesus what the 
Father had given. 

What is true of Jesus is true, in like measure, of you and me. 
What the Father has given you is greater than all. 

“God gives his best to those who leave the choice to him.”  Are you willing to 
leave the choice to your Father.
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